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OUR COVER 


On the outskirts of the mile-high city of Denver 
a new church is nearing completion — a relocated 
Seventh Day Baptist Church. The view from this 
elevated plain is inspiring, but one must climb 
the windswept heights to catch the grander view 
lying before the young lady. So, too, we must 
go higher to get a real vision of the new life to 
which we are called by our Lord. 


Introducing 
the Editor 
KENNETH E. SMIT 


Kenneth E. Smith, pastor of our 
ver Church, is again guest editor f¢ 
special issue of the Sabbath Recorded 
writes of continuing progress in the by 
ing program of the church which 
serves and says, “This issue was put 
gether in snatches of time sandwic 
into the schedule. I am grateful for 
cooperation of those who share in 
final result. If we will only use 
specials and see to it that they are : 
widely, our small effort will be a g 
investment.” 


Since editing the last special issue 
Smith has been elected to the Commis 
of the General Conference. 


* * * 


The enlarged edition of the Sab 
Recorder is a special project of the An 
can Sabbath Tract Society to meet the 
mand for a periodical adapted for 
widespread distribution. Published t 
times a year on the basis of advance or 
it is designed to serve an evangelistic 
pose and to call Christians to a thougl 
consideration of some of the burning 
ligious questions of our day. 


A variety of editors assures the rea 
that the material in each successive | 
will have a newness of approach to 
questions discussed. Previous color 
tions have been widely used by chur 
and individuals anxious to use every § 
tool for the advancement of the caus 
truth. 


Another new editor is already at v 
on the February, 1960, issue, which 
contain a strong emphasis on the pre 
opportunity of the church to fulfill 
Christ-appointed mission in the ¢ 
munity. 

— Managing Edito 


Tm Glad You pteshed “Shat 


Zuestioul” 


By the Editor* 


-Q. Recently I have been somewhat 
1 by the Sabbath issue. Although 
it ave never really observed Sunday it 
ms to me that it would be easier to get 
tyone to worship on Sunday rather 
in on Saturday. Isn’t one day of rest the 
hin thing, anyway? My pastor (Baptist) 
ths that Saturday is Jewish and Sunday is 


qf This question makes two assump- 
,)as that must not be overlooked. The 
if? ees oe the basis of the 
: (a) We ought to ob- 


| Beorship on the same bday: and b) the 
nain thing” is that we should’ rest some 
ecific day rather than a specific day. We 
} not agree with either assumption. The 
jst is the common present-day attitude 
lat whatever we do, right or wrong, we 
ould do it together. Togetherness is a 
ne thing if the common cause is right and 
sod and true. If the cause is not right it 
xs not become right because everybody 
Des it. If, as the Bible indicates, there is 
[tight and proper day of worship estab- 
bhed for all time, the togetherness of 
/Moring it cannot be made right. The sec- 
id assumption is also modern. It is an 
tempt to rationalize our indifference to 
Specific commandment by saying, “Oh 
‘ell, we keep the spirit of it and surely 
od doesn’t mind.” If we get a specific 
‘der from our employer to do something 
a definite day, do we do it anothér day 
d say to ourselves, “Oh well, it’s done, 
d that’s all he really cared about’? You 
an answer for yourself. (The last sen- 


the editor answers these questions as an 
individual and does not speak for every other 
Benth Day Baptist. Since we believe in liberty 

of conscience we can only say that the answers 
are probably representative rather than author- 
itative. While there is no dogmatic formula, 

lere is usually a historic position which can 
be stated. This we hope to do.) 
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believe this. 


tence of the question is not only untrue, 
it is an appeal to prejudice not unlike the 
attitude that originally brought about a 
change from the “Jewish” Sabbath. Jesus 
kept Saturday. That is our answer.) 


Q. If Seventh Day Baptists are right 
in their stand why are they not growing 
like some other groups are these days? 


A. This question has something in 
common with the last one. It is based on 
an assumption with which we cannot 
agree. The belief behind the question is 
simply that if a cause is true it will prosper 
and if it is false it will fail. If only life 
could be that easy. Yet millions seem to 
That is why everyone is im- 
pressed with success and prosperity these 
days. It’s growing and thriving so it must 
be right. Would God allow truth to di- 
minish? The first answer to this question 
must be that it is a historical fact that 
wrong has often swept the world like wild- 
fire. More often than not it has been, 
“Right forever on the scaffold, wrong for- 
ever on the throne.” As long as God 
grants us freedom we shall abuse it. Don’t 
judge truth by size or growth. Yet, there 
is something else to be said. Seventh Day 
Baptists are recovering from two factors 
which have controlled our growth: one 
is the location of many of our churches in 
declining rural communities and the other 
is a general lack of evangelistic concern 
during the first half of the twentieth cen- 
tury. We are now engaged in exciting 
plans to change the tide and we will do 
our best to spread our message. Strangely 
enough, however, the Bible concept of the 
rémnant and the New Israel leaves no 
room for discouragement about size. That 
is an American heresy. 


Q. Do Seventh Day Baptist believe in 
the second coming of Christ? 


A. Two recent tracts on this subject 


(Continued on page 11) 


It was two o'clock in the morning, 
Sunday, August 30. Most of the village 
of Shiloh, New Jersey, was tucked into 
bed unconscious of the activities of the 
night, when a beautiful new Chevrolet 
came speeding into town. The traffic 
light was blinking its warning, saying, 
“The curve in the road is sharp — slow 
down.” The driver evidently was not 
watching for signs and had no intention 
of heeding them. The tree standing di- 
rectly in his path was determined not to 
move, and after a big crash it was all 
over. The front of the car was literally 
wrapped around the tree. This drove the 
motor back toward the driver's seat and 
the steering wheel up to the roof of the 
car. The driver never knew what hap- 
pened. When the ambulance arrived, he 
was dead. 


Yes, he was drinking. The beer can 
found in the front seat was crushed in 
such a way that one man asked, “Do you 
suppose he had it in his hand while 
driving?” 

Hundreds of people came by the gar- 
age where the wrecked car was parked 
to take a look. Everyone seemed to. re- 
mark about how terrible it was, and it was 
bad. The blood on the floor. indicated 
that there was more than a wrecked car. 
A life was lost. I wondered how many 
of these people had a gnawing feeling 
within their hearts which said, “I am 
partly responsible for this! I am a mem- 
ber of a Christian society and have done 
nothing to stop the Liquor Traffic.” 


It is sad to say there was nothing unique 
about this accident. It just happened to 
take place in Shiloh. Such scenes are 
common throughout the land. It is alarm- 
ing to read that in the United States alone 
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there are 65 million persons who 
alcoholic beverages and that 8 million 


habitual drinkers. We are also told 
4 million of these drinkers become a 
ous problem to themselves and otk 
But even more alarming is the fact 
the number of problem drinkers is 
creasing at the rate of 250,000 a y 


No threat to the family, commut 
or nation is as subtle and serious as 
cancer which will sooner or later des 
its victim if it is not stopped. As t 
thoughts are being written the peopl 
the United States are watching caref 
every move made by our visitor the Se 
Premier Nikita Khrushchev. Many 
filled with fear because they know 
what this powerful leader is actually th 
ing or might do, and what’s more t 
is very little this nation or any other 
do about it. However, everyone is anx 
for something to happen which will 
tensions and assure peace. But how | 
is it going to take us to realize that pr 
enemy number one is on the loose 
everyone seems bent on helping him es 
the clutches of the law. I am not sp 
ing of Khrushchev, but the destr 
alcohol. 


Christians, Awake! 


Believe me, it is time the Chris 
Church became alarmed and went 
action. There was a time when the chi 
was awake to the menace and sometl 
happened. Prohibition didn’t last but 
is no sign it was not good. It is time 
realized that making a thing lawful | 
not necessarily make it right. The » 
was still a wolf when dressed in 
clothes of grandmother and it didn’t 
a child long to discover this fact. W 
is the church going to awaken? 
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Perhaps some will say we must wait 

government. What government are 
1 thinking about — the national or 
te? Please don’t wait for Washington 
act. Our capital city has the highest 

capita liquor consumption in the 
intry and it is the shame of our nation. 
ur state government can hardly point a 
ger of shame. Oklahoma has now gone 
it along with the others. According to 
» figures before me the State of Wiscon- 
_has an annual per capita consumption 
‘ong those over twenty-one of 114 gal- 
is of liquor and a barrel of beer. Why 
it check to see what your state is doing? 


Some foolish Christian people even try 
justify the Liquor Traffic by calling at- 
,Bition to all the revenue it brings into 
2 state. What revenue are you thinking 
out? Do you know that, even when 
never touch a drop of alcohol or will 
't spend a penny directly for it, you still 
end thousands of dollars each year to 
omote this business? According to Judge 
seph T. Zottoli, in the Report of the 
assachusetts Commission, written a few 
fs ago, there was collected a total of 
3,139,226.79 from the beverage alcohol 
yesiness. Now subtract this amount from 

11,000,000, the cost to society and the 
Mate, and you have a deficit in excess of 
»7,000,000. What were you saying about 
#e revenue from the Liquor Traffic? 
‘ho can estimate the cost in dollars and 
mts when liquor produces poverty, want, 
cidents, absenteeism, family quarrrels, 
orce, and. loss of life and property ! 
te you willing to continue to pay the 
Wl for the liquor industry? I want to 
: counted out! 


The business of the Christian Church 
‘not to destroy life but to save it. “Do 
tu not know that you are God’s temple 
Hid that God’s Spirit dwells in you? If 
ly one destroys God’s temple, God will 
-stroy him. For God’s temple is holy, 
id that temple you are” (1 Cor. 3: 16-17, 
SV). The human body is the temple of 
od. Our democracy, due to the Chris- 
jan teaching, has come to look upon the 
)idividual as sacred. “A little lower than 
re angels’ is mighty lofty thinking. 
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Then how can the Christian Church stand 
by and see human lives ruined? 


Thank God a few Christians are be- 


ginning to ask again, “What can I do 
and what can the Christian Church do 
about the Liquor Traffic?” For those who 
sincerely seek there is an answer. 


Work Through Local Government 


First of all, use whatever law there is 
to regulate the sale and use of alcohol. 
Let me tell you about an experience I had 
a few years ago. Perhaps it will show a 
sleepy church and some awakened public 
officials. 


I went to a town hall one evening be- 
cause the council was meeting and the 
clerk had called asking me to give the in- 
vocation. He said the various ministers 
were being called in turn. The council 
was wrestling with the ever-present prob- 
lem of issuing licenses for additional out- 
lets. They knew the liquor interests would 
be well represented at the open hearing. 
They also knew they needed the courage 
and the leading of the almighty God. 
They could be certain the church would 
not be present to back their action and 
only one of the ministers would be on 
hand, and that by special request. The 
chances were strong that he would leave 
immediately following the prayer because 
of the press of important obligations. At 
least the minister usually did leave, but 
what appointment could be more impor- 
tant? 


Upon my arrival at the town hall I was 
ushered in to where the councilmen were 
informally discussing their problem. They 
felt they must limit the number of outlets 
and it was in their power to do so. That 
night they would set the limit even if 
another request was coming before them. 
It was not hard to see that these men had 
the interest of the community at heart, 
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but where were the church members who 
should be on hand to back them? 


The meeting opened at the scheduled 
time with the councilmen seated around 
a large table in the front of the room. 
After the opening prayer I took a seat in 
the back of the room to listen to the pro- 
ceedings. A lawyer, representing a cer- 
tain individual, stood and read the request 
for a liquor license. He then spoke at 
some length about what a fine man and 
good citizen his client was — he was 
earning his fee. In the face of this the 
council moved to limit the number of 
licenses issued. You can rest assured the 
debate was on — councilmen versus liquor 
interests. When I could keep my seat no 
longer, I stood and asked to speak. I 
talked briefly about the evil of alcohol 
and commended the council on its stand. 
When their ballots were cast the vote was 
to limit. I went home feeling I had a 
small part in a matter that was for the 
good, but I knew many places were al- 
ready licensed and that another council 
could easily raise the number of outlets. 


But this story doesn’t end here. About 
7:00 o'clock the next morning the tele- 
phone rang, and I soon learned the man 
on the other end was a member of the 
town council. He said, “I wanted to call 
before I started for work to tell you how 
glad I was that you stood and spoke at 
the meeting last evening. I supposed you 
had gone like the other ministers until 
I heard your voice. It surely was good to 
get some support from the floor. Thanks!” 


This caused me to realize anew that our 
elected officials may want to do the right 
but they need your support and mine. 
They need the backing of the Christian 
Church. What would and could happen 
if Christian people turned out in number 
to council meetings and expressed them- 
selves? They could sway public opinion 
and even an indifferent council. The 
church could bring tremendous pressure 
to bear on governing bodies and law en- 
forcement agencies and set the stage for 
stopping the Liquor Traffic. 


Preacher — Preach 


But this can never happen if the preach- 
er is afraid to speak out from the pulpit 


6 


and then hides his thoughts under a bu} 
el when in public. It is time the mini 
of Jesus the Christ began to take 
rightful place in the church and in sociq 
He is to form public opinion and sho 
never be molded by it. Of course | 
minister will be promoting an unpopt 
cause, but is this anything new? Doeg 
he always have to swim against the ti 
Let him preach again on the topic: “Co 
Out From Among Them.” 

One day I sat with a group of minist 
discussing the possibility of setting 
weekend when each would preach fr} 
his own pulpit a sermon related to 
alcohol problem. I was amazed at the 
action. One man said, “I am not ab@ 
to preach on the subject. I have tj 
members who own liquor stores and tl 
give the church wine for Communioj 
Another minister said, “There are peo 
in my congregation who drink liquor 
social occasions and serve it in th 
homes. I would not want to offe| 
them.” A third man said that this > 
also his position. The remaining ministi 
set a date and delivered their messag} 
but the Christian Church was unable } 
stand united. Shame on God’s spokesm| 
for righteousness! Read again the co} 
mand found in 2 Corinthians 6: 17-1 
“Therefore come out from them, and’} 
separate from them, says the Lord, ai 
touch nothing unclean; then I will wi 
come you, and I will be a father to ye 
and you shall be my sons and daughte 
says the Lord Almighty.” 


But never wait for another to act wh 
in your own heart you know what is rig 
to do. Remember you are a leader, not 
follower. This is true of all Christiar 
I know the man who spoke to the edit 
of a daily paper about his place as a Chr 
tian leader and how the publishing — 
liquor ads was not in harmony with 
he professed. But how could the pap 
carry on without this additional mone 
The paper is published today without tk 
advertising and is doing well. Never u 
derestimate the power of your oy 
witness. . 

Fellow ministers, we can lead our pe 
ple out into the clear, clean air of Christi 


(Continued on page 10) ’ 
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“hestion to the clergyman: In your opin- 
‘ih, was the Sabbath given to the whole 
“Jman race or to the Jews only? 


iswer. To the whole race. 


‘Q. Then you believe it was instituted 
| Eden? 
1A. Certainly. 


its obligation? 
‘A. Most certainly. 
Q. Do you believe the seventh day of 


4 only one day in seven? 

(A. If any day one chooses, after hav- 
worked six days, is the meaning of the 
mmandment, it would allow every day 
| the week to be so observed at one’s 
easure, and one day would be observed 
( some and another by others, and so 
«1 would be confusion, and God could not 
ive blessed nor hallowed a particular day, 
mt the blessing and hallowing must haye 
ven on the resting, and not the day, but 
e commandment says he blessed the Sab- 
‘ith-day and hallowed it. When I was 
mnsecrated and set apart for the ministra- 
‘on of God’s Word, it was myself alone 
‘id not part of the time myself and part 
~ the time one of my brothers. No, it 
as the day that was blessed and sanctified. 


| Q. Then, if God blessed and sanctified 
‘particular day, why is not this day still 
oserved as the Sabbath? 

A. Because God has seen fit to change 
1e day of the Sabbath from the seventh 
) the first day, in order that we should 
dmmemorate the resurrection of Christ 
ad the great work of redemption. 


Q. Is there any direct command of 
rod for this change? 


| A No. there is no such plain com- 
vand as that spoken by God on Sinai, 
ut the example of Christ and his apostles 
nows that the change was made, and is 


s obligatory upon us as a direct command. 
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74 Sabbath Dialogue, 1892 


JAMES BAILEY 


Q. Do you believe the example of 
Christ and his apostles is always sufficient 
authority to bind us to follow their 
example? 

A. It is when there is unity in their 
example, as in that of keeping the first 
day of the week as the Sabbath, and’ in 
their teachings concerning baptism, and 
other like questions. 

Q. Would you feel it always your duty 
to follow such example? 

A. Most certainly. 

Q. Well, when Jesus and his disciples 
went through the field of corn, and his 
disciples did pluck and eat, what day did 
they say it was? 

A. The Sabbath-day. 


QO. And what day of the week was it? 

A. As he was talking with the Pharisee 
Jews, it could have been no other than 
the seventh day, or the day we call Satur- 
day. 

Q. And what name did Jesus call this 
day by? 

A. He called it the Sabbath, but this 
was before his resurrection. 


Q. When it is said by Matthew, “In 
the end of the Sabbath, as it began to dawn 
toward the first day of the week,” is not 
the seventh day, the day which the Jews 
observed, the day which is meant by him? 

A. Certainly. 


Q. When Jesus saw the impotent men 
at the pool of Bethesda and said to him, 
“Rise, take up thy bed and walk,” John 
says, ‘‘and that same day was the Sabbath,” 
was not this also the day we call Saturday? 

A. Certainly it was. 


Q. When Paul went into the syna- 
gogue of the Tews at Antioch, and stood 
up and preached, and in his preaching 
said: “They that dwell in Jerusalem and 
their rulers, because they knew him not, 
nor yet the voices of the pronhets which 
are read every Sabbath-day,” what day was 
it which Paul called the Sabbath-day ? 


(Continued on page 23) 


“The Bible is like an old Cremona,” 
wrote Emerson, “it has been played upon 
by the devotion of thousands of years un- 
til every word and particle is public and 
tunable.’ Carlyle made a similar statement 
when he said, “In the poorest cottage is 
a book wherein for several thousands of 
years the spirit of man has found light and 
nourishment and an interpreting response 
to whatever is deepest in him.” 


Sadly, however, this idealism of a form- 
er century is not true in our day, nor for 
that matter has it ever been true. Even 
those to whom the Bible is “public and 
tunable” all too often do not use it as they 
ought, and many times the music that ts 
produced from its pages is harsh and un- 
lovely. Emerson might well have con- 
sidered another proverb before his ideal- 
ism produced one about the Bible. It is: 
“Practice makes perfect if it is perfect 
practice.” But the Bible can help produce 
“tunable” music in the heart of man, and 
it can help create “an interpreting re- 
sponse” through the life of man. 


If the promise of Jesus is correct when 
He said, “You will know the truth, and 
the truth will make you free,” we can be 
delivered from fear and frustration and 
all that would hinder us from being our 
best selves in our “‘little corners.” To this 
end the Bible is probably the greatest force 
for good when it is sincerely appreciated 
and used aright. 


The Bible has been defined as “‘the story 
of God's activity in seeking to deliver man 
from all that spoils his life.” But if we 
are to understand the Bible, we must not 
allow it to usurp its rightful place. It is 
not the Bible, but God who delivers man. 
The Bible is a tool; it is not the Deliverer. 
The Bible can point us to God, but it is 
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God who saves; and just to read the Bi 
does not mean that we are truly Christi 


This was brought home very forcefu 
to the author when as a boy he obser\ 
an elderly uncouth man who litera 
swore he read the Bible every day. Hel 
the Bible but he didn’t have the Delive 
from “‘all that spoils his life.” 


While it is true that the Bible has be 
a Magna Charta of freedom for many p 
ples and has been the means of liberat: 
and enlightenment, it has also been u: 
as the keynote for oppression and + 
restrictor of liberty. It can be used a 
tool for evil. One must remember © 
Inquisition and the Ghetto where opp 
sion was supported by words from | 
Book. It is even true in our own day # 
support for racial prejudice is found 
the Bible by some who read it. Whet 
the Bible is a Magna Charta of freedom 
a keynote for oppression depends upon | 
interpretation of the words of the Bo 


There are varieties of ways of interpt 
ing the Bible, and as usual the extren 
are probably the most well-known and a 
the most noxious to a real appreciation 
its unique values. The most ancient 
these extremes is the approach to the Bi 
as a fetish. The Bible thus becomes a m 
ical means of protection or a literal va 
telling me how to live and act. It | 
power in itself. An example of this \ 
a popular belief during the war that 
Bible worn in his pocket would prot 
the soldier from being shot. 


Another extreme is that of the cf 
who approaches the Bible as a tool to ri 
cule basic religious attitudes and moti 
tions. To him the Bible is only some : 
cient story of heathen practices. Examp 
of this were many a few years ago wk 
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n would tear the Bible apart but never 
k to understand its deeper meanings. 


ut in the economy of God even the 
remes have their place. The extremes 
int out that selfishness is at the heart of 
understanding the Bible. In both the 
remes mentioned above the interpreter 
nted something for himself. He thought 
had earned protection by reading or 
#2 right to stand in judgment of the ages 
B virtue of having read. From this we 
ght learn what is probably the primary 
@le to understanding the Bible: It is to 
able to pray in all sincerity, “May thy 
§ll be done and my understanding be 
lightened regardless of what I want.” 
sigustine saw this when he wrote: ‘““Who- 
fever seems to himself to have under- 
ood the divine Scriptures in such a way 
Yat he does not build up that double love 
God and neighbor, has not yet under- 
Dod.” 

| 

“Probably then, the grundlage or the 
Ysis for all rules of Bible study is simply 
)\ study in love: love of God and love 
) man. 

'There are some other simple rules that 
nie can add, but they can only be built 
on the foundation of love of man and 
Smmitment to God. One of these is to 
vad the Bible. This may sound like an un- 
"cessary injunction, but it is surprising 
‘w many will argue about the Bible with- 
ut ever having taken time to read it. 
ake for instance, the argument that 
Javid wrote the Psalms. There are those 
vho will argue by the hour that David is 
ne author of all the Psalms, but if they 
‘ould look in their Bible they would read 
at many of the Psalms are attributed to 
hers than David. We must read to un- 
erstand and not read to find support for 
hat we think we believe. 


| This leads to a second rule of Bible 
“udy: It is to try to understand the intent 
if the book and the author. Very serious 
‘roblems confront us here and the major 
‘f these is the chasm of time that separates 


‘he author and the reader. 
| 
| We have different viewpoints. We are 


jaaterialists (immersed in physical con- 
jerns) where they were concerned about 
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“Whoever seems to himself to have 
understood the divine Scriptures in 
such a way that he does not build 


up that double love of God and 
neighbor, has not yet understood.” 
—Augustine. 


spiritual things. They saw back of and 
through every physical phenomenon to 
that which was spiritual. Their viewpoint 
was thoroughly theocentric and _ they 
sought to interpret the activity of God in 
all of life. 


The third rule of Bible study must be 
built upon the theocentric viewpoint of 
the Bible. We too, after having read must 
seek ‘to find God in our lives and our ac- 
tivities and to conform our lives and our 
activities to His will. In other words, we 
must try to put into practice the lessons 
we learn from our study. 


But above all the rules for Bible study 
that we might produce there is one final 
word that is the conclusion to the whole 
matter. It is this: Jesus Christ is our 
example, not only in living, but in study 
as well. 


Jesus himself was an interpreter of the 
Bible of His day (the Old Testament) and 
He is our guide in interpreting the Bible 
today. He left us the example. 


Above all the methods and systems of 
interpretation of the law, and there were 
many in His day, Christ seems to have 
placed man in the final determinative 
position as to what is the will of God. 
Man then is the possessor of truth and not 
some static contribution of the past. It is 
the present interpreter who is the pos- 
sessor. God is not bound to any aspect 
of the past as Jesus saw when He said, 
‘In vain do you worship me, teaching for 
doctrine the commandments of men.’ Not 
even the Sabbath was sacred except as it 
had meaning for man: “The sabbath was 
made for man and not man for the sab- 
bath.” 


Of course, this places a tremendous re- 
sponsibility upon the shoulders of every 
man. We are responsible to search until 
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we find meaning for ourselves within the 
crazy complication which we call civiliza- 
tion. It is apparent that Jesus made His 
mental peace with truth which He found 
within Himself and rested secure in the 
assurance that He had found the meaning 
of life and would not deny it even in the 
face of death. 


How shall we understand the Bible? 
Very beautifully F. W. Farrar has sum- 
marized the answer: ‘We shall never go 
far astray in the interpretation of Scripture 
even though we be but wayfaring men and 
fools, if we strive by our theology to regu- 
late our life, and to sway the whole move- 
ment of our intellect by the spirit which 
Christ manifested and by the Divine ex- 
ample which He set.” 


In interpreting the Bible as in our daily 
living we should “never be joyful save 
when we look upon the face of our 
brother in love.” 


Can the Church Stop the Liquor Traffic? 
(Continued from page 6) 


living where the germs of alcohol will die 
if we are not afraid to preach and live 
Christ. We can have a part in stopping 
the Liquor Traffic. 


Live Your Faith 


However, it is not enough for the 
preacher to preach. Each man and woman 
in the church must learn to stand on his 
own two feet for what is right. I like the 
courage of the soldier boy who said when 
the drinks were being passed out, “T’ll 
take milk.” It was later that some of his 
buddies came and said, “We would have 
taken milk too if we had known you 
were.” How many people brought up in 
fine Christian homes fail to stand the 
moment it counts for the most. Stop 
drinking socially and live your faith. 


Let us teach our boys and girls the evil 
effects of alcohol. Why not let them per- 
form some simple experiment such as 
putting one plant in a glass of alcohol 
and another in a glass of water? Leave 
them there and see what happens. I won- 
der why it is that all liquor ads show the 
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person holding a glass ready to drink }f 
never a picture at the height of his si¢ 
ening experience? Our children need | 
know the man who becomes an alcoho} 
starts by taking his first drink. That gre 
inventor, Thomas Edison, has a word f 
them, too: “I have better use for 1 
brain than to poison it with alcohol. 
put alcohol in the human brain is lij 
putting sand in the bearing of an engine 
Don’t fail to teach them the truth as it} 
revealed in the Bible, “Wine is a mock 
strong drink is raging: and whosoever! 
deceived thereby is not wise’ (Prov. 2 
1). 

Christian laymen, do you have ai 
stock in a liquor company? If you hay 
sell it today or your judgment will be ce 
rupted by it. Evil and right cannot y 
yoked together. Remember to live you 
faith! 

Christian people should be persons ( 
distinction. This was pointed out by D 
Charles M. Crowe in an address on “Mé 
of Distinction” when he said: “1. Me 
of real distinction should be intelliges 
enough to be governed by the facts ¢ 
life. 2. Men of real distinction should 
independent enough to resist high pre 
sure, commercialized social custom, an 
propaganda. i 


wine 


3. Men of real distinctio 
are responsible enough to know that thi 
cannot escape the implications and per 
alties of their own acts, and are men wh 
are willing to exercise self-restraint fe 
the public welfare.” 


€ 


If you want to be a distinguished ir 
dividual, learn to live your faith. Re 
member: “Your body is the temple ¢ 
God and the Spirit of God dwells in you. 
It is the Spirit of God in you that di: 
tinguishes you and represents the victon 
It is this Spirit in the church that can an 
will stop the Liquor Traffic. But God - 
waiting on you to live your faith. 


“Let us resolve to try to be more 
faithful in our witness, taking as 
our purpose: ‘Every Seventh Day 
Baptist able to give a reason for 
the faith we hold and proud to 


give it.’ ” 
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“lm Glad You Asked That Question!” 
(Continued from page 3) 


ie available from our publishing house 
‘hd you will see that the answer is “‘yes.” 
‘) the questioner wonders if we emphasize 
is point as strongly as some other Sab- 
jithkeepers do, the answer would be ‘no.’ 
‘We do not believe in predictions and time- 
‘“Stting which is intended to coerce by fear. 
*)ur position is probably similar to that of 
“ost Baptists. The motive for our preach- 
“hig is the first coming of Christ as Lord 
ad Savior. The victory is already won, 
ut we shall “watch and pray.” 


/Q. I am convinced that the fourth 
ommandment means the seventh day and 
seems clear that Jesus observed the sev- 
nth day, but doesn’t the Bible say that the 
tw was nailed to the cross? 


ta I fear that we sometimes use a 
“nailed to the 


it Ws matter if we have a Biblical word or 
hrase to use when a question is raised. 
t may be proper to say that the law is 
ailed to the cross if we mean what the 
‘Bible clearly states, that is, that the law, as 
he means of salvation is no longer valid. 
‘esus has beeen’ the ar to God; the 


Ne | 


‘ing the commandments of the moral law: 
"Ye are my friends if ye do whatsoever I 
have commanded you.” He says that those 
Ivho minimize the commandments will be 
Heast in the Kingdom, and not a “jot or 
little” should be taken away from these com- 
Jnandments. He not only observed them, 
but went further than the letter of the law. 
Murder is committed in the heart and 
Jidultery in evil desire. We are not saved 
by the works of the law — in that sense 
pne may say that the law is nailed to the 
}ross. Our observance of the moral law 
js even more demanding than that of the 
Old Testament for we are to keep the law 
in the spirit of Jesus Christ and in re- 
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sponse to what He has done for us. If 
we truly love Christ the burden of the law 
is lifted in the joy of doing what is pleas- 
ing to Him. He is the “Lord of the Sab- 
bath Day” and we cannot forget that. 


Q. My pastor says that the observance 
of Sunday is not commanded or taught in 
the Bible, but that the church established 
the day in honor of the resurrection of our 
Lord. As I understand it, the Sabbath was 
given in creation, while the Lord’s Day 
was given in redemption. 


A. Your pastor is in agreement with 
most Biblical scholarship in regard to Sun- 
day — it is post-Biblical. I do not know 
your denominational loyalty and _ that 
makes it a little more difficult to answer 
your question, if it is a question. You 
have raised the Jarger issue of authority. 
Does the church have a right in any cen- 
tury to change a Biblical teaching? Some 
would say that the “apostolic church” had 
the right and is in authority equal with the 
Bible. The Baptist position is quite differ- 
ent at this point. We contend that the 
church could never honor Christ by chang- 
ing a Biblical institution such as the Sab- 
bath — to do so would be to dishonor His 
commandment. The Bible ought not to 
be contradicted by the church at any time. 
The Sabbath was given in creation but 
there is not a shred of evidence that it was 
replaced by the resurrection. The day of 
Christ’s resurrection seems to be open to 
controversy, but there is no indication that 
it is to be set apart whether it is Sabbath 
or Sunday. Since Christ speaks of the 
Sabbath as His day in the Bible it seems 
presumptious to call Sunday “the Lord’s 
Day.” The evidence seems to point to the 
fact that Sunday was “explained” by ref- 
erence to the resurrection some genera- 
tions after it had been adopted from Ro- 
man religion. 


Q. How do Seventh Day Baptists com- 
pare with regular Baptists in doctrine and 
practice? Are you really Baptists? 


A. Weare really Baptists. The observ- 
ance of the Sabbath is the only distinguish- 
ing characteristic which sets us apart from 
other Baptists. We are one of the Baptist 


(Continued on page 20) 
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Man, Sin, and Salvation 


| 
KENNETH E. SMITH | 


What Is Man? 


It might surprise us at first to discover 
that there is a Christian view of man. We 
think of religious faith as having to do 
with God and His nature, and, of course, 
the Christian religion has certain views re- 
garding Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit, 
but what is the reason for studying about 
man? Actually, our religious faith de- 
pends just as much on what we think about 
man as it does on what we believe about 
God, and the two are very closely related. 
For example, some religions in the world 
have a very low regard for man as such. 
There are persons who regard human exist- 
ence as a great burden; life is an evil to be 
endured. This they believe because of 
their religion, not despite it. What does 
the faith of Christianity say about man 
and his nature? 


First of all, man was created by God. 
That is important. It means that God 
wanted human life on this planet and He 
fulfilled His will in the creation of man. 
Human life is not a cosmic accident. God 
created man. 


Second, God created man with the ca- 
pacity for divine fellowship. God did not 
create man by a whim. The Bible says 
that we are made “in his own image.” 
The Psalmist says that man is ‘‘a little 
lower than the angels.” Whatever this means 
to the theologian, one thing is clear: Man 
is more than the highest form of animal 
life. He comes, in the words of the poet, 
“trailing clouds of glory.” Man was made 
for eternal life in fellowship with God 
and with a capacity to be a child of God. 
Now all of this sounds rather idealistic, 
and since we have lived long enough to 
know that sometimes men can be a whole 
lot lower than the angels, we know that 
this is not the whole story about man. 
Nevertheless, the Bible does give us a 
glimpse of God’s intention for man and 
lifts the veil just a little on what he might 
be if he fulfilled God’s eternal purpose. 
Man’s rejection of God’s will is the story 
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of sin, and our glimpse of God’s perfe 
will is the life of Jesus our Lord. | 


If the Bible tells us that man is heave 
bound it also tells us that he is earth-bot 
That is what makes the study of man 
confusing. It is a study of contradictio 
Man is an Adolph Hitler and a Day 
Livingstone, a saint and a killer, a creat 
genius and a ruthless animal. There 
some of this strange mixture in each | 
dividual of the species called man. T 
Bible paints no one-sided picture a 
neither does the historic Christian doctri 
of Man. 


Now there have been attempts to ¢ 
plain how the evil and the good in m 
are to be separated. You will still he 
people say that the body represents tl 
world and is the evil part of man’s natu 
while the spirit is of God and is the go 
part. That idea was strong in Greek pk 
osophy back in Bible times and it still p 
vails in some parts of the Orient. It is r 
Christian. Let us not pretend that t 
lusts of the flesh belong to our body a 
the noble thoughts belong to our spit 
As a matter of fact, it is precisely in 
hearts that the Bible places the blame 1 
sin. Man is sinful in his will, that is, rig 
in the heart of his innermost being. Cht 
tianity recognizes no inner sanctum tl 
is free from sin. The whole man is son 
times a saint and’ sometimes a sinner. 


We have said that man is made for f 
lowship with God. This implies t 
things about him that we ought to lo 
at rather closely. We will not be able 
understand the meaning of sin unless ~ 
get these two points in mind. 


First, if man is going to have fello 
ship with God he must be a free beir 
That is, he must be able to accept or rej 
fellowship. We could not conceive of 
friendship in which one of the perso 
was forced to be a friend. In fact, it is t 
essence of friendship that a person wat 
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A theological outline written espe- 


cially for youth by the guest editor 
of this special issue. 


be a friend and could, theoretically, 
d0se not to be. Any human relationship 
ild be otherwise than it is since human 
ngs are free to love or not love, fellow- 
p or not fellowship, obey or not obey. 
ery good choice implies that we might 
ye chosen the wrong. It sounds very 
vious, but it is very important. Man is 
ree being. 


Second, man is a person only as he re- 
es himself to other persons. He is, bio- 
ically speaking, a high type of animal 
1 there is just no use trying to deny it. 
t (and this is sometimes not said) he 
nuch more from the Christian point of 
w. Man is a person as God is a Person. 
e lower animals are not persons and do 
, therefore, have the capacity for fel- 
vship or relationship with God. It is pos- 
le for a human being to have some sort 
telationship with a dog, for example, 
: that relationship must be limited by 
- very nature of the dog. Between 
man beings the relationship.can extend 
infinitely high levels, indeed to levels 
creative thought where we can think 
d’s thoughts after Him. The dog is 
ited by his nature, while we limit our- 
ves by choice. Our growth as persons 
; in our relationships. No matter what 
¢ 1.Q. or our native ability every one of 
has an “open end” for growth and that 
in our relationship with God. He is 
» Perfect Person. 


[t would be much easier to understand 
- nature of man if he were not a sinful 
ature, lost and confused, wilfully in- 
ferent, yet a little lower than the angels, 
de in the image of God, and taking 
atever meaning there is to be found in 
existence from his relationship with 
id. 
Just as we cannot know man apart from 
at God is, neither can we know man 
rt from what sin is. Let us ask the 
estion: What is sin? 
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What Is Sin? 


Our society doesn’t talk much about sin. 
Surely one reason for that is our lack of 
a “sense of sin’’ and a confidence that 
we are not worse than other people. When 
we do talk about sin we reveal our con- 
fusion as to what it actually means. 


Sin is broken fellowship with God. 
If men do not believe in God they will 
not understand what sin is all about; if 
men have little concern for God and His 
will for them they will have little sense 
of sin in their lives. The word ‘“‘sin” can 


only be understood as a religious term. 


It is not crime or anti-social acts (although 
sin is surely involved in such), it has to 
do with the relationship between a man 


and God. 


Sin is not mere acts of wrongdoing. 
There are millions of people who cannot 
conceive of sin apart from ‘‘smokin’, 
drinkin’ and card-playin’.” A sinner is 
thought of as one who does certain public 
acts which are regarded as sin. Thoughts 
and attitudes are not so easily detected so 
that the gossip is not as “bad” as the per- 
son who is being talked about. The Bible 
makes it perfectly clear that sin is man’s 
condition and his sinful acts are the out- 
cropping of his inner state. The way that 
our society has twisted the meaning of sin 
is not really so new, however. Jesus called 
the Pharisees “hypocrites” because they 
were concerned about all details of public 
piety, but forgot that their inner lives were 
full of sin. ‘All have sinned,” the Bible 
tells us, and we have all fallen short of the 
holiness of God. Let us keep in mind that 
sin has to do with what we are, rather than 
with specific acts which are outward indi- 
cators of what we are. 


Sin is self-centeredness. We have said 
that God has created man because He has 
an eternal purpose. God’s will for each 
man is each man’s part in that eternal 
purpose. Because man is a person, free 
to choose his way, he has two alternatives 
constantly before him. He is heaven-bound 
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and earth-born. He is in a life-and-death 
struggle in this momentous choice. Earth 
and heaven do not wait for him to decide. 
Both are after him. There is God’s will 
and his own will. The sin of man is his 
desire to be his own god. Even when he 
thinks he is at his best man cannot be quite 
sure whether he is listening to God or him- 
self. Sin is the self-centeredness which we 
cannot overcome. It contaminates every- 
thing we are and all that we do. 


There is a loneliness and lostness in sin. 
In the parable of the Prodigal Son Jesus 
gave us a picture of the relationship be- 
tween man and God. The young man 
wanted absolute freedom and that meant 
leaving home. Only when he found him- 
self in desperate need did he realize that 
he had no one to turn to except the father 
who loved him. The rejection of God is 
the most terrifying loneliness a man can 
know. Our society is full of loneliness for 
the Father’s house. 


This sense of lostness in our society 
leads to much of the evil in human rela- 
tionships. When a man is not right with 
God he is not right with his fellow man. 
One of the most common causes of aggres- 
siveness and violence is found right at this 
point. Self-disgust is veneered with appar- 
ent self-importance. Guilt and anxiety are 
covered up by a pretended indifference 
and carelessness. Sin makes people sick. 
Psychosomatic medicine is merely the dis- 
covery that man’s body breaks down under 
mental and spiritual pressures. Much of 
the staggering cost of chronic illness is 
the price we pay for guilt and pride; guilt 
because we know what we are really like, 
and pride because we must keep up the 
front. 


Sin is death at work. Sin is spiritual 
and physical ruin to the person and his 
society. Wholeness for man is to be found 
in complete surrender to God’s will. But 
we are unable to conquer ourselves be- 
cause of the fact of sin, and, though we 
know the right and good and true, we 
cannot attain to it. Our best efforts to 
reach up toward God are undermined from 
the outset by our motives and our attitudes 
which are always mingled with self-will. 
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This analysis of man’s condition is 
jected by most people as too pessimi 
as too.dim a view of man’s nature anc 
pacity. Let us say again, however, thai 
are talking about sin as a religious con¢ 
Only a truly religious person has a] 
sense of sin and we do not hope to | 
vince everyone that he is a sinner. I 
this is the work of preaching and 1 
mains perhaps the most difficult m: 
that the church has to give. Nobody I 
a crepe-hanger, and it is historically || 
to say that society has never enjoyed b 
called sinful and corrupt. In that si 
the Christian faith can never be pop 


| 
if 
Yet, it is the task of the Church tol 
man much as God sees him. From! 
perspective of a holy and righteous @ 
is sin important? If we believe that q 
created man for fellowship and loves” 
creature even to the extent of the Cross 
sin really important? The only way] 
view sin is from the Cross of Christ. 
this be the cost of sin let no man € 
minimize what it means to the Christian 


The awful impasse of sin is obvi 
Sin is not something external to man’s” 
ture but is indeed centered in man’s w 
Man cannot will not to sin because. 
will is sinful. Between sinful man any 
righteous God there is a gulf, a v 
which no man can cross. Only God 
span it. That is the story of the Christ 
Faith; that is the Gospel. “God was 
Christ reconciling the world unto h 
self.” If this is so, it is the greatest ne 
this lost and lonely world has ever hea 


What Is Salvation? 

Everything that we have said about m 
and sin must serve as the stage setting 
history’s greatest drama — the story 
salvation. We have seen the impa 
of man as sinful and out of fellows! 
with God. The primary meaning of sal 
tion will be that the impasse is broken a 
man is restored to the relationship w 
God that he was intended to have. Sal 
tion will transform the death and decay 
sin into complete and whole life. 


The key to the Gospel is stated v 
well in a phrase from the Bible: “G 


(Continued on page 22) 
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Going Beyond The Requirements 


Text: Unless your goodness excells that of the scribes and Pharisees, 
you will never get into the realm of heaven... . If you only salute 
your friends, what is there special about that? 

— Matt. 5: 20 and 27 (Moffatt’s translation). 


EVERETT T. HARRIS 


“here should be something extra special 
ut a real Christian, just as there was 
fhething very special about Jesus, our 
Jd. We should seek to express some 
Fcial quality in life which will set us 
Jct from the ordinary run of people. 


Whis special quality will be seen in 
y ways. One such way which we would 
dhasize today is a willingness to go be- 
d the bare requirements of the law. 
ts in this way that we become “'the salt 

t savors’” or the light on a hill which 
not and should not be hid. 


‘n Jesus’ day the scribes and Pharisees 
tk to the letter of the law. They sought 
get by with a minimum of goodness. 
ey did just what the law required of 
$m and no more. And in some instances 
worked out detailed laws which al- 


: Now the way to fulfill a law is to keep it 
ireservedly, to live above it, not to try 
iget around it. 


‘Applying this matter to our moral code, 
len we try to live just within the bounds 
the laws of decency and order, it is all 
) easy to ae over the line occasionally. 
# a young fellow growing up near a 
m woods, I know how easy it was for 
to step across the hunting laws as long 
ithe only inner prohibition was a desire 
fnot get caught. What a different inner 
isfaction comes when the motive is to 
hold the law and help others to do the 
1c. What a different feeling comes 
hen driving a car if instead of driving 
fast as we can and getting away with 
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it, we drive with leisure and sanity and 
do our best to get other drivers to do the 
same (with courtesy and consideration). 


When we keep just within the bare re- 
quirements of the Sabbath law and haggle 
over the details of what constitutes work 
or what doesn’t, or just the exact second 
the sun goes down so that we can get 
back into some job we have been thinking 
about all Sabbath afternoon, What is there 
special about this? Nothing, just nothing! 
There is no “sparkle” to such Sabbath- 
keeping. There is nothing in it that would 
inspire another to want to follow the way 
of seventh-day Sabbathkeeping. We lose 
our distinctive witness and winning power 
by such skimpiness in Sabbathkeeping. 


The Sermon on the Mount tells us over 
and over again that going beyond the 
bare requirements is the distinctive mark 
of being a Christian. The “going of the 
second mile,’ the “turning of the other 
cheek” — these are all illustrations of that 
special “sparkle,” that extra something 
which makes us truly Christians. 


If we just speak to those who speak to 
us anyway, what have we contributed to- 
ward making the world a more friendly 
place? Nothing. All we have done is to 
just break even, and eventually we will 
not even break even, for some one with a 
grouchy headache will set back a half 
dozen people who are only breaking even. 


Now this may sound like ‘‘small po- 
tatoes’ — rather picayune. Well, it is not! 
A great principle of life is involved — the 
principle of goodness being so radiant, so 
overflowing and uncalculated that it goes 
beyond the bare requirements and becomes 
a positive, uplifting force for good in the 
home, in the community, in the world. 


This is a life-changing principle. It is 
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of the very essence of Jesus’ teaching. If 
we don’t have that sparkle, that some- 
thing special, that marvelous willingness 
for Christ's sake to go beyond the bare 
requirements, then we may well wonder 
as we take inventory whether we are Chris- 
tians at all! If we are not helping those 
who cure the evils, could we possibly be 
a part of the evil? Here is something to 
give us pause. 


A church-going woman once commented 
quite seriously, “I cannot love my enemies 
and I feel like a hypocrite to say that I 
can, but I have learned one thing, I can 
keep out of their way. I can leave them 
alone.’ This statement, which seemed to 
be accepted by the group as being real 
wisdom, revealed to me how far short we 
have fallen. Jesus never said to leave our 
enemies alone. He said, “Pray for your 
enemies. 

The Sermon on the Mount has been 
called impractical. But if the turning of 
enemies into friends is the desire and 
longing of our hearts, Jesus’ teaching is 
a very practical way to go about it. 


Pray that God will remove the barriers 
of selfishness and pride from our own 
hearts and presently we will find that the 
other person is no longer an enemy. It 
takes two to make a quarrel. Let us begin 
our prayers by asking God to change us, 
by asking Him to give us the chuckle and 
friendly word that can break down the 
old barriers. This is going beyond the 
requirements in personal relationships. It 
begins in our own attitudes and disposi- 
tion, 


We would urge the seeking of this 
extra special quality, this going beyond 
the requirements for two very good rea- 
sons: first, it is this quality that makes our 
religious faith attractive to others; and 
second, it is this extra quality which makes 
our own souls safe. 


Commenting first on this extra quality 
— making our religious faith attractive to 
others — we surely must realize that 
moderate goodness will never challenge 
another to better living or higher stan- 
dards of conduct. Have you ever heard 
the remark, “Well, if that is how church 
people act, I want none of it’? 
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The basis for this remark was prob 
the fact that someone high up in chi 
affairs» lost his temper or transact 
questionable piece of business or ¢ 
poor figure in his actions. Even the 
it may have been a slip and entirely 
of character, still it will be the only 
the other man will remember and he 
use it as an excuse for not profes 
faith or for carrying on some Sag t 
ness” of his own. 


It is a thought to shake us, do 1 
such a poor figure as a professed Chris 
that I am actually a stumbling block 
some other person? We recall that J) 
once said of the Pharisees, “Ye shut up’ 
kingdom of heaven against men, for | 
neither go in yourselves not suffer tl 
that are entering to go in.’ 


We ought not to shrug this off | 
easily. Could this condemnation be uj 
any of us today? Say not that there is) 
possible fault or cause of stumbling 
me. Pray rather with the psalmist, ‘“Cl 
thou me from hidden faults,” and ti 
walk and talk a little more humbly he 
after, a little more willing to listen ar 
learn. 


We remember that the Word of € 
dwelt among men, “full of grace @ 
truth.” O that we could combine | 
truth we hold with a grace or love or t 
or whatever it takes to make it attract 
to others! When our Christianity as_ 
live it out daily and as it shows up in ¢ 
thinking and talking ceases to be f 
bidding and harsh or just plain ugly, wh 
it takes on a sparkle, when it reveals t! 
extra special quality of going beyond 1 
bare requirements, then, oh then, we w 
become the soul-winning people G 
meant us to be. 


And just a few words about this spe 
quality making our own souls safe. Jes 
warning is sharp and clear. Unless we ¢ 
ceed the skimpy righteousness of t 
scribes and Pharisees we will never en' 
the kingdom of heaven. Is there any m 
taking this clear warning? 


When engineers ascertain the amov 
of strain a bridge may take and set uf 
sign “maximum weight of load,” we 1 
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There is a great 
deal of uneasiness 
in human relation- 
{ ships. Just ordinary 
tlks find it hard to get along with their 
jighbors. Many devout Christian people, 
yithout having done any overt act of evil, 
: ll have a feeling of guilt. It just might 
§ because they tive not forgiven someone 
‘e's sin. I believe that these and many 

ore of the difficulties among people are 

e to the unbalance between sin and 

rgiveness. Is there some person to 
vom you can go with forgiveness for a 

28 done to you, and help to even up 

> balances? True forgiveness in the re- 
y Moachins of people must outweigh the 
@. Even the sinner must take to himself 


jtstand that they always post a weight 
nich allows for a “margin of safety.” 
Py figure the amount of strain which 
je bridge may take and them post a lower 
fs The difference is the margin of 


f ‘You and I need a margin of safety in 
le moral and spiritual realms of life. 
s§ we aim to keep just within the bounds 
\f conventional morality there will come 
ime of temptation when the moral wall 
ill collapse. We will know within our- 
ilves that we are not fit to be around 
ople. Presently, others will know it, too. 


Such a margin is stored up in hours of 
rsonal devotions. Does it sound quaint 
be told that we need the “Quiet Hour’’ 
stored to our personal lives, time to 
ad the Bible and pray alone with God? 
Tell, then, let’s be quaint. For God 
jiows, this is our need! 


To be spiritually renewed and radiantly 
dive for Christ, this is a marvelous thing. 
his is the sparkle that makes our faith 
tractive to others. Christ looks at our 
im respectability, our skimpy righteous- 
less, and He says, “It is not enough. It 
qill not keep your own soul safe and it 


mace 
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the spirit of forgiveness — 
our debts as we forgive our debtors.” 


“Forgive us 


The art of forgiveness is one of the 
finest of the Christian graces. It is truly 
a fine art. But as in the other arts, if one 
is to become proficient in it, one must re- 
hearse and practice. The pianist must 
work incessantly, the painter must use un- 
believable quantittes of paint and brushes, 
the singer must spend hours and hours 
and sometimes years, each to become 
master in his particular art. Forgiveness 
is the Christian’s finest art. 


Many have not even recognized it as an 
art, much less practice to bring it to per- 


fection. Jesus told Peter to practice more. 
Peter thought “seven times’ might be 
just never will win another.” He would 


have us go beyond the requirements and 
do it with a chuckle. Break out of this 
terrible circle of discouragement and seem- 
ing futility by living out the Sermon on 
the Mount in your daily contacts today. 
The world looks wonderfully different 
from the point of view of the arena of 
life. So let us step down out of the 
bleachers, stop criticizing others, and join 
our efforts to those who are working hard 
at this matter. Let us resolve to try to be 
more faithful in our witness, taking as our 
purpose, “Every Seventh Day Baptist able 
to give a reason for the faith we hold and 
proud to give it.” 

In this year of grace we Seventh Day 
Baptists are being “gtanted a little more 
time in which to serve God and to present 
our distinctive Sabbath truth as a part of 
the Gospel message of Christ, our Lord. 
This day and hour, this very moment, let 
us ask God to grant us the inner spiritual 
renewal which we will need in order to 
rise to this occasion. With His help we 
will go beyond the minimum require- 
ments and make some real sacrifice for His 
sake. 
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enough, but Jesus said until ‘‘seventy 
times seven.” 


A very sincere and devoted woman was 
having trouble with this particular grace, 
and in conversation with her pastor asked, 
“But how can I forgive them if they do 
not ask me to?” Her pastor explained 
that forgiveness must originate in her 
own heart regardless of the attitude of the 
other. If the other did not ask for it, then 
she must offer it. Unforgiveness harbored 
in the heart of a Christian can destroy 
his calm and peace of mind. 


The story of Saul and David in 1 Samuel 
24 opens up to us our subject. Verses 1 
to 7 set the stage. The deed is shown. 
Saul tries to hunt David down and kill 
him. Resentments flare. Opportunity for 
retaliation is presented. Then we see the 
beginnings of forgiveness. His men want 
to kill Saul, but David restrains them, and 
cuts off the skirt of Saul’s robe. Only 
enough proof is taken to show David's 
good will. 


Verses 8 to 15 show some of the actual 
practical workings of true forgiveness. 
This is the restoration of the sinner. Even 
before Saul asks, David has forgiven him. 
Verses 16 to 22 give another step in the 
process. This is acceptance by the sinner 
of the forgiveness offered. Not only the 
sinner but also the forgiver must have a 
contrite heart. 


Forgive But Not Forget 


Saul’s deed was a sin against God. 
Something better should have been ex- 
pected of the Lord’s anointed. Certain 
standards of conduct, of right and wrong, 
are recognized as necessary to uphold the 
dignity of the state. Even though he was 
the king, his deed was a crime against 
the state. And finally, he sinned against 
David personally. Let us look into this 
three-in-one sin for some thoughts on our 
subject. 


In a trial for a crime the state may acquit 
for insufficient evidence. This is not for- 
giveness. The sin is not denied. It may 
even be admitted. Even after the criminal 
has been sentenced and time is partly 
served, the state may still pardon. Neither 
is this forgiveness. Only the penalty or 
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ia 
part of it is set aside. The person is 
the sinner, but relieved of paying his pj 
alty. Many times, however, this is | 
type of relationship that is called forgi 
ness. How far it falls short! 


Perhaps you have said, “I will forg 
but I won't forget.” In effect you ares 
ing, “I'll give up my claim, but I'll wai 
you from now on.” Forgiveness is ha 
begun here because resentment is h 
bored. This is a form of retaliation ¢ 
has no part in forgiveness. u 


In the return of the Prodigal Son 
see God's way in forgiveness. The w 
ward boy is anxiously watched for. 7 
father puts away all the sin. No questi¢ 
asked. No resentments held. No par 
required. This is the unreserved resto} 
tion to a former status and even nf 
There is added now the kiss, the 
shoes, the ring, and the feast. 


This is a hard step to take. We se 
to forgive, even to forget, and also to 
aside the resentments, and then, still 
nore the person. It is hard to give ba 
our trust. Full and complete fello 
is often the hardest part of forgiveness) 
attain. The extent of God’s forgive: 
is seen in John 1: 12 where they are 
power ‘to become the sons of God 
to those who believe on his name.” 
also in Romans 8, after a talk about he 
sin kills and the Spirit gives life, Pz 
says that “‘as many as are led by the Spi 
of God, they are the sons of God.” #/ 
too often the sinner hardly hopes to 
restored to complete fellowship. But G 
expects it of us. 


Saul was surprised that David had n 
killed him in the cave. It would ha 
been justice, perhaps. It would have be 
the expected treatment. But true forg 
ness goes far beyond simple justice, 
does not stop with the expected treatmet 
Instead of returning evil for evil it o 
comes evil with kindness. Only the gt 
of God enables one to forgive in suck 
way, and the goodness of God will alwa 
lead to forgiveness. If it is a true doctri 
of faith then it will point out duty a1 
undergird duty in our practical relatio 
ships. a 
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Forgive Us Our Trespasses 
As We Forgive Others 


n the election campaign in 1884 Cleve- 
d's opponents had said some uncompli- 
itary things. One of his cohorts had 
@hered and brought in a long list of 
deeds of the opponent. Cleveland 
@ted to read the papers, stopped and 
“ied the whole sheaf of papers into the 
‘n fireplace,. remarking to the effect 
‘Bt we all need to be forgiven of many 
igs, and let the others have all: the 
inopoly on the mud. In another cam- 
gn another presidential aspirant, Mc- 
iley, remarked similarly and added that 
we spend all our time digging up dirt 
get even, they will surely win the 
ction. 


90 many times the things that arouse 
resentments and start us to retaliating 
| so little and insignificant. Try at such 
es to admit that you are not seriously 
ured. You can be assured that such 
ts are seldom fatal. I have known per- 
s to harbor insults for eight, ten, or 
bnty years. They are still alive, and 
(Spy, except for that one grudge — that 
2 unforgiven remark. 


Ask yourself if the unkind act repre- 
Sits the total character of the person. 
es he do kindnesses for other people? 
th a change in your own spirit could 
1 draw from him kindnesses to your- 
f? What an achievement that would be! 


Another aid to forgiveness is to list 
id’s mercies to you. The ones you do 
t deserve. Have His mercies continued 
-h you even when you have been per- 
‘se and rebellious? Remember the 
‘Wrds, “. . . even as God for Christ’s sake 
th forgiven you.” Offer an honest 
yer for yourself — “Forgive me my 
f ots, as], foseive.;):. > 


Forgiveness Is a Covenant 


‘If we come back to our story of Saul 
d David now, we find that so far as 
livid is concerned Saul is restored. He 
' David's king. He is the Lord’s anoint- 
©. But see what is involved here. When 
ly sin is committed two persons are al- 
Biys involved, the sinner and the one 
i against. Sin is always recognized 
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as man against man or as man against 
God. Now, forgiveness also involves two. 
And to be effective it also must be man 
to man and man to God. One must go 
and ask for it, or, one must come and 
offer it. It is a relationship between two. 
There is always a part in it for both 
parties. 


In the story of Arthur and Guinevere, 
where she has sinned against him, he in 
forgiving her says, ‘All is past. The sin 
is sinned. And I, lo I, forgive thee even as 
the Eternal God forgiveth. Do thou for 
thine own soul the rest.’’ There was also 
something for Guinevere to do for her- 
self in regard to the forgiveness offered 
by Arthur. If forgiveness is to be com- 
plete the sinner must accept the offered 
grace. 


Saul did accept from David, with con- 
trite heart, the offered forgiveness, and 
the two men became parties to a covenant. 
David was true to it even after the death 
of Saul. Both men called upon God to 
witness their covenant. 


One of our best-loved benedictions in 
the Bible comes to us because of sin and 
forgiveness. The story is a little involved 
because Jacob had not stolen the family 
treasures as Laban accused. But when 
Laban had been assured of his innocence, 
together they piled up a heap of stones 
into a monument and sat on it and broke 
bread and prayed, “The Lord watch be- 
tween me and thee, while we are absent 
one from the other.” Forgiveness was 
given and received and complete fellow- 
ship “under God” was restored. 


Forgiveness Is an Atmosphere 


The very atmosphere in which we “‘live 
and move and have our being” is one of 
forgiveness. Even the material, earthly 
atmosphere has all the elements of for- 
giveness. In a community where I once 
lived a certain neighbor would often start 
a fire and burn leaves or green grass or 
trash. How disagreeable it was! Often 
the bedroom windows had to be closed in 
order to sleep at all. But in a few hours 
they could be opened again and the stench 
would be gone — wafted away, absorbed, 
dispersed into the atmosphere. This would 
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be true even on evenings when there was 
no breeze to carry it away. It is truly 
wonderful how God has worked His 
spirit of forgiveness even into the air we 
breathe. 


Who hasn't had the experience of driv- 
ing along the road and coming to a place 
where a certain little animal has been 
struck, and what a smell! Then you come 
along again in a day or two and dread to 
pass by that same place. What a relief 
it is when you get there and the odor is 
all gone. Well, that is the way it is with 
true forgiveness. It takes away all the bad 
smell in our relationships, and the ill will. 
It clears the air. It is the very air you 
breathe. It is spiritual air for the soul. 


There is nothing that can so unite two 
people as true and complete forgiveness. 
A man who had had an unusually happy 
and long married life was asked if his 
wife had no faults. “Oh yes,” he said, 

“she has her faults all right.” The friend 
said, “Well, what are they, and if she 
has such faults, how can you be so happy 
with her?” The old man thought quite 
a bit and said, ‘Well, anyway, when I 
married her I knew she had some faults, 
but I was sure her good qualities out- 
weighed her bad ones. So, I forgave her 
her faults, and it has been so long ago I 
can't even remember what they were, and 
we have surely lived a happy life.” 


The practical working of forgiveness is 
in deeds, not in words. 


“Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the 
altar, and there rememberest that thy 
brother hast ought against thee; leave there 
thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; 
first be reconciled to thy brother, and then 
come and offer thy gift.” 


I'm Glad You Asked That Question! 
(Continued from page 11) 


denominations in the World Baptist Fed- 
eration and our policy and beliefs give us 
more in common with Baptists than with 
others. 


Q. I. agree with the Seventh Day 
Baptist position in most every way, but I 
cannot join a church where some of the 
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members smoke. 
bodies are the temple of God. Why ‘ 
not your denomination do something al 
this matter? 


A. This is a good, honest question % 
I shall try to answer it in the same 
Most Seventh Day Baptists do not sn 
but, as you have observed, many do. @ 
ministers do not smoke and I doubt # 
a minister could find ready acceptat 
among us if he did. It is to be regre 
when a prospective member is offended 
personal habits of a few members. T 
is part of the case against a church 
who smokes, as it seems to me. Howey 
there is another side to the issue whic 
hope to make clear to you. Some of 
local churches may take a stand agaii 
smoking, but the General Conference & 
not take such a position. As 
churches we practice autonomy in the 
church. Each church provides its own | 
quirements and its own discipline. § 
who do not understand our procedy 
suppose that we are lax about such thin} 
We are not. Each man is responsible 
fore God for his convictions and for }} 
conduct. This is a terrible personal 4 
sponsibility, but the church cannot usu 
that responsibility. In some cases % 
Bible speaks clearly and discipline is jus 
fied. In many cases, however, interpt 
tion is needed. While the church i 


individual to determine what is G 
will. In the specific problem which 
have raised the writer would agree 1 
you that the Biblical idea of the body 
God’s temple guides my judgment as 1 
gards smoking. Other Christians may 


that right to my brother. One last thoug 
You say that you cannot fellowship w 
a smoker. The church you do join f 
have in its fellowship gossips, liars, | 
cheats. There may be some who smo 
but in secret. 


Perfect persons find few to fellows 
with in this world. 
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fost Americans do not like Sunday 
i: laws. In one state a curfew regula- 
| sends thousands of angry fans out of 
ball park at six o'clock on Sunday. 
Wy? What is the purpose of such a law? 
! answer is not hard to discover. When 
churches were unable to hold the line 
inst Sunday baseball a compromise was 
shed which would assure that attend- 
le at the Sunday evening church services 
ild not be disturbed by baseball. Ob- 
asly, the law has a religious purpose 
hat state. Some states have regulations 
trade during morning hours of Sunday 
*n church services are going on. Who 
-doubt that such laws are religious in 
are? Indeed, it is the churches, min- 
ts, and councils of churches that initi- 
‘such laws in most instances. To the 
sons who have no intention of attend- 
church such laws are a nuisance and 
affront. Yet, under the banner of ‘‘a 
tistian nation’ the blue laws remain 
effect and, in many places, they are on 
increase. 


trangely enough, the promoters of 
day legislation do not consistently use 
cligious appeal. When the separation 
church and state is pointed out as an 
lection to such legislation the social- 
momic argument is used by the blue 
‘groups. The question is a simple one: 
| Sunday legislation religious in char- 
2r and motivation, or is it primarily a 
ial and secular concern?” 


A review of Sunday laws in the states 
t have them is very revealing. Such 
gious terms as “the Sabbath,” ‘“‘Sab- 
h-breaking,” “the Lord’s Day,’ ‘the 
‘ristian Sabbath,” “violation of the Sab- 
ih,” "'profanation of the Lord’s Day,” 
, appear in a majority of such laws. 
ie of these laws have been revised to 
t such religious terms, but the motiva- 
i of the laws seems rather clear. Reli- 
us worship is to be protected. 

ht would be impossible to deal here with 
“history of such legislation, but early 
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American laws were the direct descendants 
of laws in church-related countries. Puri- 
tan legislation was based on a church-state 
relationship which the Constitution does 
not allow. In 1610, for example, the 
Colony of Virginia issued this regulation: 


Every man and woman shall repair in the mor- 
ning to the divine service and sermons preached 
upon the Sabbath day, and in the afternoon to 
divine service, and catechising, upon pain for 
the first fault to lose their provision and the 
allowance for the whole week following; for 
the second, to lose the said allowance and also 
to be whipt; and for the third to suffer death. 
(— Articles, Laws and Orders, for the 

Colony, the 24th of May, 1610.) 


Most of these laws have been revised or 
repealed, but many of them have been 
changed only in the severity of the pun- 
ishment. 

In the 19th century many of these laws 
were given court tests across the country 
and the result was judicial confusion. 
Often the court upheld the “sacredness” 
of the day by quoting Scripture or other- 
wise trying to prove that the law was 
based on the divine authority of the Chris- 
tian religion. Official rulings declared the 
law intended to “consecrate the first day 
of the week as sacred time,” or “to pro- 
mote morality and advance the interests 
of religion.” 

One cannot avoid the question: Do the 
courts of the land have as their function 
to defend the Christian faith? Is it the 
business of the legislature to determine 
what is sacred time? Ought the court to 
appeal ‘to the Christian Scriptures as 
authority for its rulings? The answer to 
these questions can only be “yes” in coun- 
tries where church aand state make no pre- 
tense of separation. 

The Supreme Court of Indiana has stated 
the matter with clarity: 


When our existing government was created, 
its creators determined that there were some 
matters in which the majority should not con- 
trol the minority; that there were some things 


(Continued on back page) 


Pa 


MAN, SIN, AND SALVATION 
(Continued from page 14) 


was in Christ, reconciling the world unto 
himself.” If we can begin to grasp the 
meaning of that simple statement we will 
have real insight as to the Christian doc- 
trine of salvation. 


Christianity is not an idea about God, 
and salvation is not a matter of knowing 
the truth. If that were the case the in- 
tellectual would have a head start in the 
Kingdom of God. Christianity is a person 
to person relationship. We are saved as 
we are restored to fellowship with God 
and that restoration is brought about in 


a person to person relationship with Jesus 
Christ. 


Salvation is not initiated by man. It is 
the act of God. Any idea of salvation 
which comes from man is to be rejected. 
For example, there is the notion that man 
attains to salvation by doing the right 
things or by accomplishing what God 
would have him do. Any doctrine of sal- 
vation by self-improvement is false. 


Another idea must be ruled out. That 
is the view that, since God and man are 
so far apart, we have a different being, 
part man and part God, who mediates be- 
tween the two. The Christian faith be- 
lieves that Jesus Christ is truly man in 
whom “the fullness of God was pleased to 
dwell.” Again, “God was in Christ, recon- 
ciling the world unto himself.’ Christ is 
God’s coming into history. It is God who 
initiates salvation. 


How are we saved by the life, death, and 
resurrection of Christ? That is indeed’ a 
difficult question to answer and Christians 
have many differing ideas and explanations 
about it. The Christian faith is based on 
a fact; an event in history. All explana- 
tions are after the fact. Words are not 
adequate to describe so great a mystery, 
but they are all we have to work with. 
Thousands of Christians have found salva- 
tion in Christ to be real, but most of them 
could never give a satisfactory verbal de- 
scription of how it happens. We will ac- 
complish something if we begin to think 
carefully about it, however. If we could 
sum up the act of God in Christ in a single 
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coma in the story of ietiedd I 
the key to everything — to all that 
ever happened in human history. 


First, the Cross reveals what we hi 
and man rejected Him in the most terri 
demonstration of sin that history has 
show. That is one side of it. The ot} 
side of that event is the greatest story @ 
told; the most astounding revelation of 
love of God ever given. The same ev 
that would appear to be the lowest p 
of human degradation has become the 
preme revelation of God and the f 
victory over sin and death. That is, 
part, why this event is like no other. 


Let us suggest two important ideas fr 
the Bible that might help us to underste 
what this means. One is the idea of sac 
fice and the other is vicarious sufferin 


It is not surprising that the follows 
of Jesus should have thought of His dez 
as a sacrifice. The Jewish religion, 
most ancient religions, presented a sl 
animal upon the altar for the forgiven 
of sins. The New Testament, particula 
Hebrews which was written for Jew! 
converts, places emphasis upon Christ 
the “Lamb of God.” In the plan of € 
He was “‘slain from the foundation of 
world.” In other words, Christ is the c 
plete and perfect offering and the 
sacrificial approach to God is now fulfil 
Every Jew would understand this way 
presenting the cross. So Paul says, “ 
are justified by his blood,” or, “the ble 
of Jesus Christ cleanseth us from all si 
Sometimes moderns, who know noth 
about the sacrificial system from w 
this illustration takes its meaning, are ¢ 
fused and troubled by this concept 
Christ as the Lamb that was slain. Perh 
some of the power of it is lost on us 
cause we are not first-century Jews; nev 
theless, it is only as we understand the C 
Testament that many New Testam 
truths are made clear to us. This is ¢ 
such case. 


The second Biblical idea that has 
come part of our thinking about the cr 
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the idea of vicarious sacrifice. This 
ins, simply, that Christ died for me. 
iat I could not do Christ has done for 
Vicariousness means that I participate 
‘Christ’s victory over sin and death. 
wt is, by an act of faith, I choose to 
ipletely associate myself with the Son 
od, “who loved me and gave himself 
me.’ This is what Paul means by his 
quent use of the phrase “being in him.” 
» become one with God in Christ. This 
the Bible’s way of saying that what 
@rist has done is for us. 
here is a danger in thinking of our 
vation as "going to heaven” as if it has 
hing to do with us now. Nothing 
ud be more false. The Bible describes 
vation in terms of ‘newness of life.” 
2are to be made over. We are no longer 
the flesh, but of the spirit.” That is 
ause God puts a new power for good 
hin us. Our will is to do God’s will. 
at is, our wills are converted and we 
to please God. The Bible says it is a 
birth. A new dawn has come to our 
es and we put off what Paul calls “the 
nature.” 
ven though we have the means and the 
wer to be new creatures we need to grow 
Christ. We need training and guidance. 
e need the fellowship of the Church and 
2 support of prayer. We need to study 
d to know the Bible. We must “grow in 
: : grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus 
rist.” The new birth is a beginning. 


A SABBATH DIALOGUE 
(Continued from page 7) 


A. It was the seventh day. 


Q. What name is always given to the 
st day of the week by Christ, the evan- 
lists, and by Paul? 

A. The Sabbath-day. 


Q. And how many years after the res- 
rection was it that these writers wrote 
iese things? 

‘A. It is supposed to be from ten to 
xty-three or sixty-four years. 

Q. Yes, long enough, truly, so that if 
ie Sabbath had been changed at the res- 
trection, these writers would not have 
yntinued to call the last day of the week 
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the Sabbath, but the first; but as they uni- 
versally called the seventh day the Sabbath 
as the Jews always had, has not this calling 
the seventh day by this name, the force 
and obligation of apostolic example, and 
are you not required, by your own agree- 
ment, to follow this example and always 
call the seventh, instead of the first day, 
the Sabbath? Remember that neither Jesus 
nor his apostles ever used the words “Old 
Jewish Sabbath,” or “the Christian Sab- 
bath,” though they would have had good 
reason to do so had the Sabbath been 
changed by them. I do not care to show 
at this time that if you follow apostolic 
example in the observance of the Sabbath, 
you are to keep the seventh day instead of 
the first, but when you have acquired the 
habit of calling the seventh day, instead of 
Sunday, the Sabbath, and when you have 
taught your people this habit, then it will 
be very easy for you to acquire the habit 
of following the practice of the apostles, 
and the Early Church for centuries, in the 
observance of the seventh day. But, with- 
out saying more concerning the obsery- 
ance of the Sabbath, you have agreed that 
you will follow apostolic example, and 
are you not convinced that their example 
obliges you to apply the word “Sabbath” 
to the seventh day and not to the first? 


A. I must confess that I never saw the 
question in this light before. I have al- 
ways thought that Sunday is the Sabbath 
and should be so called, but if I follow 
the example of the apostles in their names 
of the days, I must change my habit of 
speaking, and if I should speak of the 
seventh day as the Sabbath, I can hardly 
make my people believe that we have any 
authority for the observance of the first 
day, but I will think of this more. 


Q. Trusting that you will keep your 
promise and remember that no people in 
the whole earth ever called Sunday the 
Sabbath until within about three hundred 
years, and that now only a few English- 
speaking people so call it, and that the 
nations of Europe and Asia, speaking more 
than twenty-five languages, call the Satur- 
day by no other name than Sabbath, I bid 
you Good Bye. 
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(Continued from page 21) 


over which the legislature should. not have 
authority; that in some things the people should 
not be within the power of the legislatuge. Such 
is Our Organization of government —~-our con- 


stitution. One of the subjects withdrawn-by. that- 


constitution, in the Bill of Rights, from legisla- 
tive interference, is that of religion; and the 
writer has no hesitation in saying, highly as he 
individually values the Sabbath, that if the 
“Sunday” law is upon the statute book for the 
protection or enforcement of the observance of 
that day, as an institution of Christian religion, 
it cannot be upheld; no more than could a law 
forbidding labor on Saturday, the Jewish Sab- 
bath, or on any and all other days of the week, 
which may be in the fulfillment of a require- 
ment of a creed, set apart for religious observ- 
ance, by any portion of our citizens, whether 
Christian, Jewish, Mohammedan, or pagan. 

— Thomasson Case, 15 Ind. 449 (1860). 


Let us ask these questions: 


1. When persuasion fails do we turn to 
legislation? It is manifestly the respon- 
sibility of the church to teach and preach 
its doctrines with conviction. We could 
wish that the church were more successful 
in this great task of bringing Christian 
training to the people in the pews. The 
observance of Sunday is variously regard- 
ed by the several denominations in their 
official statements. Some appear to at- 
tach the same authority as that given to 
the seventh-day Sabbath in the Scriptures 
while others do not claim any relationship 
between the first day and the seventh. 


Christian leaders have often lamented 
that the official position of their church 
is not regarded by the general membership 
when it comes to the observance of Sun- 
day as sacred time. The preaching and 
teaching ministry of the church has not 
been convincing at this point. Now, ts it 
the right of the church on the American 
scene to turn to legislation to coerce 
where it could not persuade? All the first 
century church asked of the government 
was toleration. Are we asking for govern- 
ment assistance in backing up the claim 
of the Christian majority that Sunday is 
sacred time? It would be legitimate in 
Britain, Denmark, or Spain but not in 
America, 


2. Do American Christians want busi- 
ness to cease on Sunday? The answer to 
the question would appear to be no. It is 
not even certain that ministers and coun- 
cils of churches actually represent their 


‘ 


people on this issue. If all church-g 
people ceased Sunday shopping the 
lem would not exist for the churches. | 
fact seems to be that an increase in | 
ness is often noted immediately afte 
church hour of worship. That simple 
cannot be ignored in the discussie 
blue laws. | 


3. Is there any place to stop with 
day legislation? The nature of busi 
and commerce is such that the pro 
of regulating some businesses and 
others is very complex. For example, 1 
about drugstores which sell a remarl 
variety of merchandise? What about 
ery stores that are almost depart 
stores? Competition overlaps con 
from one type of business to ane 
When Sunday closing is mandatory § 
businesses will be discriminated agi 
Blue laws have always created 
fairness in the business world 
have ever alleviated. 


From time to time Congressional 
mittees have considered whether Su 
legislation is right and proper. Th 
lowing report is an adequate defer 
position of most Sabbathkeeping 
tians and is in complete harmony wit 
position of the Seventh Day Baptist 
eral Conference: i 


The proper object of government is to 
all persons in the enjoyment of their reli 
as well as civil rights, and not to det 
any whether they shall esteem one 
another, or esteem all days alike 
are aware that a variety of sentiment 
among the good citizens of this nation | 
subject of the Sabbath day; and our 
ment is designed for the protection « 
much as another.... One denomination 
tians justly celebrated for their 
tainly as good citizens as any other 
with the Jews in the moral oblig: 
Sabbath, and observe the same day 
not the legitimate province of the ] 
to determine what religion is true, | 
false.... It is a right reserved to each 
while he respects the equal rights 
cannot be held amenable to any hum 
for his conclusions. Extensive relig 
binations to effect a political object ; 
opinion of the committee, always 
... All religious despotism commen 
bination and influence; and when tha 
begins to operate upon the politica 
of a country, the civil power soon 
it; and the catastrophe of other nations 
an awful warning of the consequence 


ys 


— “Senate Report on S 
Amer. St. Papers, 1949 Ed, fF 


